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number of country parishes the only school was a church school,
and the children of nonconformists had to attend it. They had
hoped to see its monopoly come to an end for lack of money, and
now they feared it was to be prolonged indefinitely at their own
expense as rate-payers. The hardship was particularly obvious
in Wales, where in some villages the parson and the school-
teachers were almost the only resident anglicans. The other
point—not expressed but felt—was this. The Cowper-Temple
clause had, in a sense, endowed nonconformity; for its votaries
got religion taught to their satisfaction at the public cost, whereas
the anglicans did not. But then the anglicans tapped a bigger
source of public money—the endowments of the Established
Church. Dissenters, who steadily regarded the Establishment as
unjust, might view their own advantageous position in the board
schools as a modest set-off to it; and to them the salvation of the
church schools out of the rates seemed letting the Church 'have
it both ways'.
The leader outside parliament against the bill was Dr. John
Clifford, a veteran baptist minister much respected by free
churchmen of all types. In the house of commons it was duly
opposed by all the liberal front bench; but its most eloquent
critic was a back-bencher, Lloyd George, whose speeches on this
subject perceptibly quickened his advance towards a place of
power within his party. But the nonconformists had a voice
inside the cabinet which had created a special embarrassment
for the bill. It was that of Chamberlain, whose reluctant acquie-
scence had been obtained by the insertion of an optional clause,
under which no local authority need adopt the bill's scheme
unless it liked. However, in July 1902, while he was prostrated
by his cab accident, the house of commons, on a free vote and by
a majority of 271 to 102, cut this clause out. The nation was thus
saved the folly of a patchwork covering the country with rival
systems; and the bill, as Morant had designed it, became law on
20 December.
During its long and stormy passage three important personal
changes had occurred. Balfour, its sponsor, had become prime
minister; Lord Londonderry had been appointed by him first
president of the board of education,1 completing the till then
1 When Sir John Gorst, who was at variance with the cabinet and had been
passed over in the conduct of the bill, retired from the old post of vice-president of
the council.

